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HK  main  object  of  tliu  aiilln.r  in  puttiii;i  tu;,'i'tlii'r 
tlie  acfittficil  jta^'i  s  fuMiiiny  tliis  hurnMt-  vuluuu- 
has  bt'cn  to  j;ivi'  ;;liiii|i>.s  of  life  of  real  iiumcly 
litV-arann;.'  the  rarly  [.Joriri'i's.  lit-  Iju's  no 
(.'laiiii  tu  any  otli.T  riH'rit  llian  tiiat  oi  tellin;; 
his  simple  htory.  His  means  tit  inforniatiun  havo  liccn  of  a 
more  than  ordinnry  dianicter,  and  these  he  has  eiii|eaw)reil  lu 
improve  hy  p.Tson.il  .niiuiry  anil  visiting:  tiie  locaMties.  si.  f;ir 
as  possihle,  wliere  tlie  scenes  are  laid  ami  di'jjjeted.  There  is,  as 
will  he  seen,  a  hirj^'e  amount  of  information  supjilied,  whifli  he 
would  fain  liope  may  lie  found  useful  in  addinj.'  to  the  lii,st"rie 
fund  of  otiier  writers,  who  Iiave  already  jilaci-d  tiii'niselves  on 
reeord  on  the  same  8ul)jeet  as  historians  of  cai  ly  pionerr  life 
in  Canada.  Real  and  hom.-ly  a-  his  tale  ]ia>  bcm  t..!d.  t|„.,-e 
will  stili  lie  found  no  lack  of  I't.manlic  iinidenis  and  fhapu  fs 

of  nuich  interest  to  the  general  irailec,      'I'he  ) k.  in  a  uord, 

is  the  author's  humi.le  eontrihmion  lo  ihe  hisiorv  of  tin-  e.irlv 
days  of  liis  Tiative  province.  Aces-  to  old  inaniiMTipts  and 
recoi'ds  of  family  events  retain. ■<!  in  both  lii ,  father's  and 
mother's  families  for  a  century  and  mon-,  has  helped  him  to  a 
v..-ry  yreat  extent  in  carrying.'  out  th'  lesij^-n  wlii,-h  lie  ha<l  in 
vi.'w-  whrn  he  iirsl  commenced    wh;  him,    wns  a  Ulior  .^f 
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IVn   Pictures  of  I{,irl\'   Pioneer 
Life  in    Ui)per  Canada. 
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Kurly  Mctllumoiit  — C.  K.  I,'>jali»t«  Kir»l  siltloiniiiit  il  Adulplius. 
lowii-OthtT  syttlfiiiuntH— Siiuntt.TN- Mi.vmnent  ..('  ivfuyi-O" 
tuwiiriis  F..rl  Ni»Kiini  iiml  othur  llntiih  f..rl»-<Jrml  c.f  knj 
to  Butlor'»  ItiiuKera  -N^itiorwlity  ..(  ««ttl>,T«  -  Whuro  thty 
cainu  frniii  Vaiikuu  inimitiration  iiitu  Cfttiiulii— TIio  "  I'oiin- 
sylvMiiaDi/'ch'  nuttlers— 'riiol,lUHkfr«ett],rs-<)ili,.r  .irttlerH 
— OranU  iif  latia  t.i  «,.liliur«  ..f  KuvuliiiiiMmry  Wiir  and  War  of 
1B12. 


^WFl 


4^ 


''£&i.. 


I.ARGK  proportiiJii  of  the  {njoplo  who 
Mettletl  on  tlut  frontier  ol"  Carmd/i  during 
the  ourliiT  thiy.s  of  settleiiu^nt  were  United 
Kiiipire  I.oyiilistM,  those  vvlio  canio  from 
tho  nei;;hburin;^  istutcs  of  tho  An.t'riciiii 
Union  at  the  ci''--e  of  tho  Uovohilionary  Wur  of  I77ti, 
The  first  auttleinunt  of  any  note  was  that  made  at  Adol- 
phustown,  in  Prince  Kdwiird  County,  Miiy.  17s4. 
After  that  date,  settlements  ^rew  tip  on  th(;  St.  Lawrence, 
Niajjara  and  Detroit  Rivers,  an<l  at  I^in;;  I'oint,  on  Lake 
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Erie.    The  impression  i,  general  thttt  th 

^■l-tters  previous  to  th,:,  t^^"" '':::'''" '''^- 

"rtai'-s,  however  bein,.  at  »  "'^'™'«Hiovc.r„n,ont 

-^-™.  -h'in::  ::»■;;;;■  -— ^ 

reliability  „r  tradition       *  ,  ''"'•'  ""'>■  "'« 

vieii.ity  ofKort  \i,,„.,.,       ,      ,      '""-'''  ''efujjo  m  the 

t''epo.o.i,„„iK~:'"r'"-'-'^-."-in 
''■'''--a,„.a,i:J,°:''''''-^'^"''-P--".ion 
t"ret„r„  „o„„.  „,1 '"■'''  •^^•"■P'thi...r.s  inte„,|in. 

-pe-iit.::;tr;:rrr:""''-''-^-'-"''^ 

«--'t...  he  eo„t,:;:l^"'»'-  ''"''«»■''". 
—I  .he  honieran,,  tooK-n,    """"'"■  *''''>- 

'^''«'^-t.na„.i„,J:,J;^-;7..™.to.ia 
town  of  .\i„^„„„  """•>   "'  "I'^it,  ,s  now  ,l,e 

sci;::;c::-''7--*o..Kn,i.Mri.,, 

-■■■-P-ion..on.oft,,r;      J'"-"'"-^ 
'^""■'•.caontheJ/„y„„,„,,i„,g         T  '    '"""""  '° 

:"°  -■" -Iv  iron,   New  t.    wT^^^"'--^' 

P^nnsyivaniu,  brou.-ht  wi.l,  fl      T  """>"  ■■""■! 

«'.vlo  of  iivin.  of    b  La         ™'  ""  ™^'"'"-^.  '■■"'■•'»  and 
"  Con.orvativ:  t  -  "'':'"  '°"''"''^<^^^'     "-'"i-'  of 

••""I.  although  they  were  not  Britisb  in 


iv/io  THh  KAK/.y  s/:n7. /:/;.-.  \vi:i;e. 


sentiment,  many  of  tluMiiaftci-wiinlsbi.caiiiuldViilsnbjocts 
of  tlie  country,  and    fou,i,'lit  fcjr  l!i-ilaiii  in  tlje  Win-  of 
1.S12.    There  were  wliole  settlements  of  '■  Pennsylvania 
Dutch  "  (]>roperly  calleil  German),  a.lheriMits  of  the  Men- 
nonite  and  Tunkcr  faitli.s,  wliose  ileaeemlanls  to  tliisday 
make  up  a  hirgo  [lart  of  tlie  population  of  Wellan.i,  Lin- 
coln, Waterloo  and  York  Counties.    There  were  also  lari,'e 
settlements  of  Quakers,  particularly  in  the  vicinity  of 
Font  Hill,  near  St  Catharini's,  and  alone;  the   Hay  of 
(^uinto,  who,  like  the  ^tennoniteK,  left  the  States,  fearin;; 
the  GovormMent  might  insist  on  their  hearint;  iirnis.    The 
feeii:!;;  against   liritish   syrjipiithizeis   heing  so    strong, 
thers  was  some  talk  of  compelling  all,  irrespective  of 
their  religious  belief,  to  take  part  in  military  atl'airs. 
Many  of   the    .Mennoniles   and    (.liiakeis.    having   been 
granted  the  religious  freedom  they  desired  under  Ih'itish 
rule,  were  not   in    sympathy    with    the    Revolutionary 
party.     This  brought  down  the  wnith  of  the  new  Gov- 
ernment upon  them,  and,  although  they  threatened  to 
enact  measures  that  would  curtail  the  freedom  of  tliese 
sects,  they  never  carried  their  threats   into  execution. 
There  were  also  a  few  settlers  from  the  British  Isles  and 
from  Germany,  but  the  larger  numb,ir  of  this  cl.iss  came 
later  on.     M;iny  of  the  liritish  soMiers  who  had  taken 
part  in  the   Kevolulionary  War  and   the    War..f    1M2, 
having  been  given   free  grants  of  land   by  the  (Jovern- 
inent,   after   receiving   their   disch.ii-ge,   .settle.l    in   the 
country. 
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WiiMwl-OUl  funiif,,,,.  "■'""'■'il"rt~.N,, thing 

HEX  us  now  oxtrava^anc.  was  a  si„,  ecun,.,ny 

'iSrl^'i/      '   """'■'  '""  '■■'"'™'"-''  '^'^"'■■'  '"  '"'™  l«en 

'^^^■^i    '™'"-^^"'  '"'"'  fJ^nerally  by  the  people..  i„ 

'I'o  early  times  than  it  is  now.      In  the 

«u-ly  days  everything  was  made  bv  hand 

«^y.  nearly  everything  is  p,.odueed,^  ma..:; 

^Mn  h    has   redueed    the   price   aeconlin.lv.     Imp„rte,l 

.o«.w.res„hi,,.pricedastohebeyondthereLhot' 
.e  1  ,„,tod  n,eans  of  the  stru,,di„,,  settler  in  the  hael<- 

.«^,.n  those  days  of  scarcity  of  money  and  ,owpriee.s 
/•  '"  ••-^'™^'-  "■■«"  -™>  f-i.l.t.  added  t!  the 
-.ot  conveyance  to  long  distances  inlan.l.  n.ore  than 
Jouhed  t  e  hVst  cost  price  of  the  in,ported  artie 
-Kles  the  settlers  in  the  rural  di  Jets  felt  n.: 
oomfortale  ,n  their  .substantial  and  inexpensive  ho,„- 
--otlnn;,    Andtheyalsoknewtoowellthevalneof 

■'";""■  '°  """  '■""'  ''''''  '-  -'-'  "-T  could 
--■""fford  to  do  without.     In  this  respect  it  is  not  too 
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sAViyc,  •lAiirrs  or  uKAX/ii-'atiiiik. 


mucli  to  say  tlint  t)i.'y  were  nu  less  liiiii|iifr  iim-  Irss  wise 
than  Mome  of  their  ili'sceiiJiints  of  th.'  ]. resent  .iiiy.  wlio 
cut  a  (lash  in  expensiv.-  inip<irteil  ^'aniieiits  ol.taineil  on 
creilit.  Our  forefathers  waste.l  n-.thin;;,  Kv.  ly  scrap  of 
iron  was  tlirown  in  a  barrel  or  heap  in  a  corner  of  thesheil, 

every  old  piece  of  furniture  was  stoweil  away  in  tlie  i,'ar- 
ret  or  workshop  cormectc.l  with  most  liouses,  ..ven  tlie  t.M 
letters,  newspapers  unil  magazines  were  l>undleil  u)!  ami 
packeil  in  boxes  and  chests.  It  is  t.)  tliis  character- 
istic savin;;  of  our  thrifty  ancestors  of  fifty  ami  otie 
hunilre.l  years  aj;o  that  tlic  relic-hunter  is  M'-  to 
unearth  mines  of  wraith  of  thiseharaeter  in  s,,m.-  of  111'- 
nlii  farmhouses* 


■  It  la  "Illy  ill  furlllll<.ii««  llial  luiv,'  lulinirie.l  illlli.i  taiuily  l..r  tliiev 
.111(1  fimr  ^'c'lici-ui'iii-  that  liny  ,i,'r<*;a  t;ollfctiou  (if  turiiitiirc.  etc..  of 
liy-diic  (liiys  ii  K.  !"■  t.miid. 
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'y'l  tiling. 
^    '""•■'■-'  tho,,,,-,,,!,  "  '-■''"^""■""  'mv- 
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the  <jM  suttlura  cui'tainly  ciirrii'd  this  iilcii  of  thf  inixm's 
influuncc  too  fur,  iiiia;;itiutioii  in  most  oisfs  havin;;  more 
influoncu  than  thu  moon.  The  olil  Hhimnac always  huri); 
by  a.  nail  to  the  wall,  and  was  often  consulted  l.y  the 
old  folks.  When  ftrandniiithin-  wished  to  w.'iin  tin'  Imhv 
she  was  rcry  partieidar  in  what  .si;,'ri  of  th.'  /o.liac  shr 
did  it.  Such  phi'iiojni'naof  nature  as  thunder,  li},ditMin;;, 
etc.,  which  are  ..  ,v  known  to  he  the  result  of  natural 
cause.s,  were  at  one  time  hy  nuiny  ascrih.-d  to  the  wrath 
of  an  anjjry  (iod.  .Scii'utitic  men,  however,  hy  ;;ivin;,'  an 
e.\[ilanath)n  of  tins.-  disturlianccs  liavr  help.d  to  divest 
society  of  much  of  ils  foMiirrsu|»-rstitioii, 
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iron  spik.M,  tlic  niiii.l  ivvoliitiiin  of  whicl],  as  tlu'  frrain 
iw.sscd  tlirou;,'li  li.'tw.in  this,,  spikes  Mini  tlio  spikts 
in  a  linlf  cylinilir  or  concuvi',  siiook  out  tin;  irniins  of 
wheat.  Tliure  lieinj;  no  sopurntors  (screens  or  sieves 
i'or  separatini;  the  ■rrain  from  the  chaH',  or  carriers  [or 
ccinveyiiif,'  away  tie-  straw,  everything'  went  out  in  ii 
hen|i  at  tile  rear  of  tlie  machine.  Tlie  straiv  was  rake.l, 
sliaken  and  pitelie.l  away,  leavin-the  fjrainainl  chall'on 
tile  llo..r.  It  Liavi.  ennsiilenilile  work  to  thi.  men  ami 
hoys  with  the  faniiinf;-niin  losepniate  the^jrain  from  the 
eliair,  for  it  liad  to  he  ],ut  tlirou;;h  the  mill  at  least  twice. 
Nowailays  it  usually  comes  out  of  the  tlnTshinj;- 
niachiue  cleaned  and  ready  for  market. 

It  required  at  least  oijjht  men  to  operate  one  of  the 
old  thresliinjj-imichiue.s— oiH!  man  to  .Irive  the  horses, 
one  man  to  cut  the  hands  of  the  sheaves,  one  to  feed,  one 
to  tiike  away  the  straw  and  to  pass  it  in\  lo  three  or 
f'lur  more  men,  who  pitched  it  into  the  mow  or  on  to  the 
straw-stack  in  the  y,ard.  Willi  all  tlii-,  work  the  first 
machines  could  not  thresh  more  than  lifly  or  seventy-five 
liu.sliels  a  day,  uhili'  now  they  can  thresh  as  muny 
bushels  in  an  h.mr.  What  a  mifjhty  dili'ereiice  to  the 
farmer,  in  tinu'  and  labor  savini;. 

The"  horsepower  "stood  in  the  yard  at  some  di.stance, 
ami  w.is  cnnnecteil  with  the  threshin;.'-machine  liy 
a  hell  and  a  tuiiihlin^' I'od  or  shaft, which  kept  the  machine 
ill  motion.     'rhi:diiverstood   .sometimes  .sat;  on  a  tahle  or 


/■:.u;/.y  /•/o.\i-:r.K  i.iin  /.v  uiter  c  vada. 


l)Irttfr)rTO  in  tlie  cer.ira  of  the  liorse-powcr  and  Hnurisheil 
Ills  loiifj-hislie.l  wiiip  in  tliu  air  as  liu  toucliod  up  the 
liigjjin;,'  l)..rse.s  of  tlie  four  or  five  teams  liitclic.I  to  tlie 
power.  Scarcely  anj-tlii.ig  coul.l  ho  hcanl  ahovo  tlic  huzz 
of  the  iiiiieliirii'ry  hut  the  crack  of  the  .Iriver's  whip  iin.l 
his  stri.lent  voice  as  in  steiifirian  (ones  he  called  out  to 
tlie  horses,  "(ra|,  there,'  ■'Co  on,"  "Cet  ui)  there,  Hill," 
"  trionf;,"  •■  Whoa." 

Onekind  of  the  primitive  threshinfj-machines  was  oper- 
ate.! l.y  tread-mills,  the  horses  havin;;  to  walk  on  rollers. 
At  the  present  day  the  hor.se-]iower  has  lieeii  almost 
entirely  don.'  ,iway  with,  tie-  sleam  thresh.r  (hajipily 
for  the  farm.r,  havini;  taken  its  plae.<. 
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CV„pcTHtiv»  spirit  „f  ,1„.  n.vrs  -  K,v „t  „,,i,,|  ,,,„|„,,i,„_„ 

Ruing    lieo  „„,.    „f    ,1,,.    dii.r   t':,ll,o,i,ig»      «„„  „|    „|,    '-I 

S«..a.s„r,.,l;>m-o    Ti,..  c u-.ti,,.,.  .,,  u,,,  ,, :.,,„.  |„,,     |„,,j 

liln;,',->|.efliii-,,vtrlli,-sli,,i,IJur, 


^^^^IKK,  t.,  a  l,.u-;;r  oxtriil.  was  o,-n,„.,,,ti^ 

till.  ™rly  ,l,-,ys;    tlir  |„.,,|,l,.  h,.l,„„|  , 

anothi-r.  It  w.ml.l.  indr..|,  hav,.  1„.,.„ 
viay  .iiill  in  the  liackwuods  an. I  v^mjW 
countl-y  plans  if  it  liacl  not  l„,.ii  I',,,- 
their  fre.|U,.nt  social  -atheri„;;s.  \v„,k  ,„„|  |,|,„, 
w<:ro  c>.,„binf.l.  Ono  ul'  the  chief  ^.ath,,  i,„.s  „r  ,l,is 
kin.l  was  the  j.ariiij;  l,e,..  I„  ,]„,  ,;,||  ,,,■  ,,,,.  ^.,,,^|. 
ill  order  to  get  his  apples  pared  a.i.l  c,„v,|  f,,.  ,|,;.i„..' 
ai..l  n.akint;  apple-.saucc,  and  to  pr,.\cnt  tl,.  i„  \nm 
spoilin-  the  larnier  would  invite  i  is  nei^dibor.s,  y..in,.. 
"iiJ  old,  to  his  house  to  assist  l,i„,.  After  a  siiliiei,„t 
MUantity  of  apples  had  hec.l  prepared,  the  f,r„e.sts  w,  re 
rejjaled  with  a  plentiful  lunehe,,,,  uf  eake,  pie,  eid.M-,  ,.|c 
and  then,  if  there  was  time,  theyo>n,<jfulks  would  spend 

^o'  l.our  o,-  so  in  ^ran.es  „f  various  sort.s,  and  perl s  a 

(I  an  CO. 
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It  was  tlie  regular  thing  to  soo  a  liifj  imrly  yuuii};  I'clluw 
iliitifully  aasistiri}!  Wfiy,  or  Sanili  June,  or  Siilly  Ann.  or 
Polly,  inparin;;iilapflll  of  .iiiplcs— sitting'  .aHcliw.-  to  lur 
a.H  ])os,siliIe,  or  wc  can,  in  om-  niin'l's  cyi',  si/e  sonic  Iiaml- 
Bonii^  fjirl  tlirowin:^  ii  Icnjjtli  ot  apjilc  ]jarihf;s  over  some 
bashl'nl  Tom  or  Dick,  .m'l  hmf;li  to  sn'  liiiii  lilnsli  in  con- 
fusion at  tlie  coniiilirnent.  L'onsi'lcrable  aniMsfnicnt  was 
t;ot  by  carefully  pariii;;  an  .ipplc  so  that  tlic  pclin;;  worM 
cunic  oil' in  one;  lon^'pieci',  tlicn,  luililinj;  one  enil  of  it  in  tlie 
lianil  anJ  twirling  it  around  the  head,  when  it  was  let  fall 
on  the  floor.  The  letter  of  the  alphabet  which  it  resem- 
bled, iis  it  lay  on  the  lloor,  wassnppnsed  lo  be  the  initial 
of  the  name  of  the  future  husband  or  wife  of  the  p;irty 
parinj;  it  At  lirst  the  paring  was  all  iloue  by  hand,  but, 
later  im,  machines  were  introduced,  v.hicli  cousider,ably 
L'lortened  the  process  of  paring  and  coring. 
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